6th Grade Science Lesson

1.  Lesson Topic/Title and Pacing
· Living Environment
· Standard: 4 

· Key Idea: 7 – Human decisions and activities have had a profound impact on the physical and living environment. 

· Performance Indicator: 7.1 – Describe how living things, including humans, depend on the living and non-living environment for their survival.

· Major Understanding: 7.1a – A population consists of all individuals of a species that are found together at a given place and time.  Populations living in one place form a community.  The community and the physical factors with which it interacts compose an ecosystem.

2.  Performance Objectives

· Describe the levels of organization within an ecosystem ranging from most complex (ecosystem) to least complex (population).
· Distinguish between non-living and living factors in an ecosystem.
· Describe the various non-living and living components of the Earth’s biomes.

3.  Vocabulary

· ecosystem, population, species, community, biome, physical factors, biosphere, interrelationships, interdependence, habitat

4.  Activity

· Look at diagrams, paintings, pictures, and posters and talk about the different nonliving and living factors that make up the ecosystem.
· Research a biome and report on the living and nonliving factors of that biome.  Describe what makes it similar to and/or unique from other biomes.
· Describe your own mini-ecosystem.

5.  Assessment/Student Outcome
· What constitutes a population, community, and an ecosystem?

· Describe the nonliving and living factors involved in the development of a biome.

· Identify the various populations present as well as various features of an ecosystem.

· Describe the relationship of a population, community, and ecosystem.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain the interdependence found in ecosystems.

